LIBRARY 


Borough 

of  Godmanchester. 

0 — r^-  .tffi&flv "its 

~ ' j : 

v * 

V 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL 

OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

UPON  THE 

SANITARY 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT  DURING  YEAR  1947. 

0 


Friend  & Northfield,  Printers,  Huntingdon. 


. 


TO  THE 

GODMANCHESTER  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I submit  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947  and  express  appreciation  of 
the  co-operation  and  consideration  given  by  council  members 
and  staff  in  my  first  six  months  of  office. 

The  health  of  Godmanchester  remains  good  and  longevity 
continues.  During  a measles  epidemic  occuring  midyear  there 
were  no  deaths  recorded  in  124  cases. 

Housing  remains  the  most  acute  problem  in  the  borough 
as  elsewhere. 

The  provision  of  an  efficient  sewage  disposal  scheme  is 
most  urgent  and  some  progress  has  been  achieved  to  this  end — 
at  least  on  paper. 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria,  from 
records  available,  appears  satisfactory;  but  until  every  infant  is 
immunised  within  its  first  two  years  of  life  and  reinforcing  or 
‘booster  injections  of  older  children  at  school  age  (5  years  and 
over)  become  the  order  of  the  day,  there  can  be  no  room  for 
complacency  in  this  matter. 


Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

J.  R.  Garrood,  M.D  , D.P.H.  (resigned  6th  July,  1947) 
E.  T.  Shennan,  M.B.,  Ch  B.,  D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspector  : 

F.  G.  Lane,  A.M.I.S.E. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  4,956  acres. 

Estimated  Population  (Mid  1946)  2,246 

(Mid  1947)  2,286 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  (end  1947) 
per  Rate  Book  ...  ...  787 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £10,323 

Value  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £38 


During  the  year  there  was  little  alteration  in  the  industry  of  the 
district  beyond  the  addition  of  a pottery. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ... 

52 

29 

23 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

6 

— 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population  ... 

22,7 

England  and  Wales 

20.5 

Still  Births 

Nil 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

30 

16 

4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population  ... 

13.1 

England  and  Wales 

12.0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes... 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Death  Rates  of  infants  under  1 year 

of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

38.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000 

21.7 

illegitimate  live  births 

166.7 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

• • • 

6 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

• • 

• • . 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

• • • 

• • • 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

• • • 

... 

Nil 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Registrar  General’s  Short  List). 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Male 

9 

Influenza  ... 

1 

13 

Cancer  of  bv.  Cav  & oes(M)  uterus(F) 

— 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & duodenum 

— 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

1 

18 

Intercranial  vascular  lesions 

— 

19 

Heart  Disease 

4 

21 

Bronchitis 

1 

22 

Pneumonia 

2 

24 

LJlcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

28 

Nephritis  ... 

1 

31 

Premature  Birth 

1 

33 

Suicide 

1 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

36 

All  other  causes 

2 

16 

Female 


1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 


1 


Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

As  certain  modifications  of  the  existing  health  services 
for  the  district  and  alterations  in  the  authorities  administering 
them  will  follow  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  1946  on  July  5th,  1948,  existing  services  will  be  de- 
tailed fairly  fully  for  comparison  at  a later  date. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  following  laboratory  facilities  are  available  to  the 
Authority  and  to  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  area. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 

Cambridge.  Tel.  Camb.  55526. 

Public  Analyst  (S.  Greenburgh,  PH.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.) 
Tennison  Road,  Cambridge.  Tel.  Camb.  2097. 
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(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

1.  An  Ambulance  for  infectious  cases  is  available  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Huntingdon.  Tel.  Huntingdon  59. 

2.  Ambulances  are  available  for  non  ^infectious  and 

accident  cases  at  Huntingdon  County  Council  Ambul- 
ance Depot,  Huntingdon.  Tel.  Huntingdon  67. 

(c)  Home  Nursing. 

A nurse-midwife  employed  by  the  Huntingdon  and  God- 

manchester  Nursing  Association  carries  out  Home-Nursing 

and  attends  Maternity  Cases  in  the  Borough. 

Tel.  Huntingdon  609. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

1.  See  page  5. 

2.  Medical,  Surgical,  orthopaedic,  skin,  obstetrical,  gyn- 
aecological and  Dental  out-patient  clinics  are  held  at 
Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital,  Cambridge  to  which  General  Practitioners 
can  refer  patients  for  specialist  investigation. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

Fever.  Huntingdon  Isolation  Hospital  managed  bv  a 
Joint  Hospital  Board  and  financed  through  the  rates 
of  all  Huntingdonshire  Sanitary  Districts,  provides 
for  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases. 

General  Hospital  Services.  These  are  provided  bv 
the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon  and  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital,  Cambridge — both  Voluntary  Hospitals. 

Maternity  Cases.  When  home  conditions  are  unsuitable 
these  may  be  admitted  for  confinement  to  the  Hunt- 
ingdon Institution  or  the  Emergency  Maternity 
Hospital,  Paxton  Park,  both  administered  by  the 
Huntingdon  County  Council.  Where  hospital  treat- 
ment is  necessary  or  desirable,  maternity  cases  can  be 
received  in  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon  or  the 
Emergency  Maternity  Hospital,  Paxton  Park. 


The  following  health  services  are  provided  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

The  piped  water  supply  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Hunt- 
ingdon Borough  Council  remains  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

Average  consumption  in  the  borough  is  42,000  gallons 
daily,  i.e.  18.4.  gallons  per  head. 

There  are  still  many  well  supplies  in  use,  of  doubtful 
quality. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Sanitary  conditions  remain  the  same.  The  majority  of 
premises  are  served  by  pail  closets  which  are  emptied  by  Soil 
Carts  at  night.  The  existing  sewers  would  not  be  adequate  to 
cope  with  wholesale  conversions  to  W.Cs. 

During  the  year  the  plans  for  a Huntingdon  and  Godman- 
chester  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  consideration. 

An  efficient  Sewerage  system  and  Disposal  Works  is  one  of 
the  Borough’s  most  urgent  needs. 

Housing. 

The  acute  housing  shortage  with  resulting  overcrowding 
is  the  borough’s  most  urgent  problem.  The  buildings  of  Council 
Houses  progresses  steadily  but  slowly.  Ten  houses  were  com- 
pleted and  occupied  during  the  year.  There  are  plans  ahead  for 
32  more.  These  are  to  be  three  and  four  bedroomed  types. 

0 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Routine  visits  of  inspections  in  connection  with  this  work 
have  been  carried  out  as  in  past  years. 

The  duties  of  this  authority  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1038  (Sections  9-18,  21(2),  31,  37-39)  were  transferred  to 
the  Huntingdon  County  Council  on  17th  January,  1940. 
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The  following  is  a report  by  the  Chief  Inspector  under  this 
Act  on  samples  taken  during  the  year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1047. 


District 

MILK 

OTHER 

FOODSTUFFS 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Borough  of 
Godmanchester 

5 

1 

2 

— 

Samples  of  Milk  were  also  taken  from  retailers  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Godmanchester  who  also  operate  in  that 
Borough. 

A.  E.  JAMES,  Chief  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1947. 

In  submitting  my  annual  report,  on  the  appropriate  forms, 
I would  like  to  state  that  regular  inspections  have  been  made  to 
Dairies,  Bakehouses,  Cowsheds,  Factories,  and  to  Dwelling 
Houses ; although  not  as  frequently  as  I should  have  liked, 
owing  to  pressure  of  all  other  duties  I have  to  perform. 

All  complaints  received  have  been  investigated  and  there 
has  been  no  serious  deterioration  in  the  Sanitary  conditions  of 
the  Borough,  but  the  conditions  are  far  from  satisfactory. 

Two  major  troubles  with  the  sewers  were  encountered  and 
overcome,  and  bad  leakage  of  coal  gas  from  the  main  in  Cam- 
bridge Street,  were  located  and  remedied. 

Several  houses  have  gone  over  from  well  water  to  the 
Council’s  main  supply  upon  water  samples  being  analysed  and 
condemned. 

Ten  Council  houses  were  built  and  occupied,  and  four  new 
houses  built  by  private  enterprise,  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  G.  LANE,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1947. 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milksliops  Orders 


No.  in  District...  ...  ...  12 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Premises  55 
No.  of  Inspection  during 

Milking  Time  10 


Dairymen 

Cowkeepers 

and 


.No.  of  Premises  requiring 

Whitewashing,  Cleansing  etc.  1 
No.  in  which  requirements  of 
Sanitary  Authority  were 
. carried  out...  ...  ...  1 


Purveyors 

of 


Milk 


, No.  of  Premises  requiring  Struc- 
tural or  Sanitary  Improvements  — 
J No.  in  which  requirements  of 
Sanitary  Inspector  were 
carried  out...  ...  ...  — 


(Milk  Sellers) 


Have  Regulations  been  adopted  ? — 


Premises 
with 
Well 
Water 
\ Supply 

Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and 

Purveyers  of  Milk 
(Butter  and  Cheese  Makers 


No  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of,  from  which  water  analysed — 

Results  Good  ...  ...  — 

of  Passable  ...  — 

Analysis  Condemned  ...  — 

No.  in  District...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Premises  55 


Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  86 
,,  ,,  Notices  Served  30 

(Informal  22.  Statutory  8 ) 


Complaints  received 


Pool,  ditch,  gutter,  watercourse 
Animals  improperly  kept 
Privy,  urinal,  cesspool,  ashpit 


Total  number  of 
No,  inspected  ... 
Nuisances  abated 
No.  inspected  ... 
Nuisances  abated 
No  inspected  ... 
Nuisances  abated 
No.  inspected  ... 
Nuisances  abated 


86 

86 

86 
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Drain,  draintaps,  etc.,  etc 

House,  or  part  thereof,  overcrowded 

Smoke  nuisances 

Offensive  accumulations 

Other  Sanitary  conditions 

Lodging  Houses 

Slaughter  houses 

Offensive  trades  (Public 

Health  Act,  1875) 

Canal  Boats 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Food — surrender  of  unwholesome 


No.  inspected 

Nuisances  abated 
No.  inspected  ... 

Nuisances  abated 
No.  of  observations 
Nuisances  abated 
No.  of  inspections 
Nuisances  abated 
No.  inspected  ... 

Nuisances  abated 
No.  registered  ... 

No.  of  inspections 
No.  licensed  or  registered 
No  of  inspections 

No.  established... 

No.  of  inspections 
No.  registered  ... 

No.  of  inspections 
No.  with  infectious  diseases 
on  board 

No.  of  of  houses  condemned 
No.  closed 

No.  cleaned  and  limewashed 
No.  of  


Infectious  Diseases 


Privy  Middens  ... 


/Houses  affected  with  . . 
Houses  inspected 
No.  of  inspections 


Houses  disinfected 
Schools  disinfected 
Disinfectant  used 


Lots  of  clothing  disinfcted 
„ ,,  destroyed 


(New  provided  ... 
j No.  repaired 
I No.  converted  to  pails 
No.  converted  to  W.Cs. 


7 

7 

2 


2 

2 


1 

12 


2 

2 


Pail  or  Earth  Closets 
Water  Closets 
Ashpits 

Ashbins  


New  provided  ... 

— 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s 

— 

New  provided 

10 

No.  supplied  with  water 

10 

New  provided 

— 

No.  converted  to  ashbins 

— 

New  provided 

14 

to  to  to 
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Water  Supply 


Samples  taken  for  analysis  ... 
Samples  condemned  ... 

Wells  closed 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired,  etc. 

•••  Public  supply  substituted  for 
well  or  pond 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired, 

covered  — 

Waste  pipes  disconnected  from 
drain  ...  ...  ...  — 


Housing,  etc.,  Act,  1936  No.  houses  closed 

,,  ,,  made  habitable 

,,  ,,  demolished 

Building  Bye-Laws  adopted 

Total  legal  proceedings,  i.e.  Summonses,  etc. 

Convictions 


Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1937. 

Factories...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Total  number  on  register 

including  bakehouses  11 

No.  in  which  nuisance  abated  — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  No.  on  register ...  1 

No.  in  which  nuisance  abated  - — 

Home  work  ...  ...  No.  of  outworkers  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  houses  — 

No.  of  infected  houses  ...  — 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


F G.  LANE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


\ ^ 4^- 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over  Infectious  and 
Other  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  remains  low  apart 
from  an  epidemic  of  measles  ( 124  cases)  which  occurred  mid-year. 
There  were  no  deaths.  Increased  incidence  of  measles  tends  to 
occur  at  two  yearly  intervals. 

Incidence  of  measles  from  1941  — 1946. 

1941-137;  1942-1;  1943-61;  1944-0; 

1945-26;  1946  5. 

Table  showing  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  (other 
than  Tuberculosis)  during  1947. 


Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Chicken  Pox 
Erysipelas 


1 

4 

124 

4 

5 
2 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  of  schoolchildren  is  done  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Infants  under  five  years  are  done  by  the  Infant 
Welfare  Authority  (Hunts.  County  Council). 

From  records  available  72%  of  the  estimated  child  popul- 
ation (0-15  years)  of  the  Borough  have  received  a primary  course 
of  injections  against  diphtheria. 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  effects  of  immunisation 
tend  to  wear  off  after  a few  years  and  it  is  advisable,  to  ensure 
complete  protection,  for  a further  reinforcing  or  ‘booster’  dose  of 
vaccine  to  be  given  after  school  entrance  age  (5  years). 
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Tuberculosis 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  when  notified  are  investigated  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in  connec- 
tion with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed 
in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  SHENNAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


